Message from M. Azwerul Haque       [image: image1.emf]       
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It is now thirty years, almost a generation, since the 1st BFAME Championships were held in Bangalore, India in 1981. We are back again in Chennai with the 16th edition of BFAME and by now it has truly come of age. With the advent of Information Technology available to us, these Championships are truly hi-tech. No more scoring slips of various colors being collected by caddies to the scoring room. No more Travelers Sheets and no more fear of wrong scores being written by the players or wrongly fed in the computer by the scorer. We have done away with laborious manual scoring. Bridge Mates have virtually eliminated scoring errors and the waiting time for results. Even the routine club games around the world nowadays show live running scores for the players which has added a new thrilling dimension to follow your progress before the final results. Gone are the days when Vu-graph was shown through projected transparencies wherein we used to cross the played cards transmitted to us over intercoms. We now have Internet and on-line bridge gaming sites like BBO and Swan Games which allow us to show our games live board by board to the global audience and the Vu-Graph theatre alike. Incidentally these championships here are also being covered live on BBO. Duplicating machines provide error free pre-dealt hands in a jiffy which otherwise would take hours in burning the mid night oil.
Now let me warmly welcome with heartfelt greetings to all those who have made efforts to participate in these prestigious zonal championships despite the current high cost of travel and hotel tariff.
Bridge Federation of India after Jordan will now be hosting these Championships for the third time and I wish them all success. For me it was a pleasure in coordinating with the BFI Officials in the run up.
I also wish all the participants best of luck and hope to see the members of the six qualifying teams in all the three categories again shortly in Veldhoven, Netherlands.

