Message from Ghassan Ghanem , President BFAME 
                                                                                           
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
Welcoming you all in the 16th BFAME Championships is a sensational moment for me which I have always looked forward to. Whenever a new Championship is about to take place, I watch with anticipation, concerns, various amusements, anxious moments, hopes and wishes.  Working on the details and preparations that in return fill the air with a slight sense of exhaustion deserves a salute to all those who have helped in making this event possible. A special greeting for our host and warm welcome for all the participating guests, who eagerly shall arrive to the venue bringing in an atmosphere filled with unique sensations of achievements, belonging, commitment and excitement. 
With every held BFAME Championships, history is made; it is not only another sequenced number or serial year. History is made by the outcomes brought through brilliance, challenge, competitiveness, dedication and commitment to self, partner, team mates, and opponents, moreover, to the game itself. I am proud to contribute a little effort to the bridge history making, and blessed with the opportunity to be among you all.
The beauty of the 16th championships is that it is to be held in Chennai- India, a city that holds history and can unfold marvelous stories through its many names, heritage, and its thriving industries such as software, computers, technology, automobiles, and healthcare. Add that to the Carnatic music, cultural events, the Madras Music Season, which includes performances by hundreds of artists, the vibrant theatre scene , the Bharata Natyam classical dance, and the Tamil film industry, then you get an  everlasting lust of a  magical and charming blend of Indian  spices that reflects an irresistible temptations to mankind.
The history of our beloved game is linked one way or another with this majestic land called INDIA for we notice that India initially  organized BFAME championships as early as 1981 that is thirty years ago and it was the first of them all. The 1981 championship was held in Bangalore and again in 1991 at a very short notice in Delhi and now after twenty years in 2011it is here in Chennai. In fact, India organized the championships at the first year of each decade apart of 2001 which was held in Manama- Bahrain, a city that is full of Indians! 
I cannot end this message without expressing my concerns regarding bridge in our region, we are and will be facing many difficulties promoting our game in our local communities, there are religious and social concerns but my main concern is in fact is including a certain  gambling game as one of the Mind Sports Games. This move is probably an under belt punch for the game, especially when one realizes that some of the known players in the region are promoting this idea for known and unknown reasons.
[bookmark: _GoBack]With this line of thinking I leave you to enjoy the games and good luck for all of you. 
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