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25th  January 2011
To the Presidents of BFAME members NBOs of:

Bahrain, Bangladesh, India, Jordan, Kuwait, Nepal, Pakistan,

Palestine, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka and Syria.

(Also Iraq, Oman & UAE are being invited as observers)

Dear President,

16th BFAME CHAMPIONSHIPS 2011
CHENNAI IS THE VENUE

I feel great pleasure in informing you that it was decided in a meeting last year in Ning Bo, China in the presence of WBF President Jose Damiani and WBF Vice President Mazhar Jafri and the President of Bridge Federation of India, Mr. N.R.K. Moorthy to award the next BFAME Championship to India. Mr. Moorthy has now confirmed the hosting of the 16th BFAME Championships in Chennai, India from Thursday 26th May’11 till Thursday 2nd June’11 at Hotel Chola Sheraton. As far as possible, care has been taken to avoid clash of dates with religious, national holidays school or college examinations in the zone and scheduled dates of other zonal championships.
As you may recall, India is a founder member of Zone 4 (BFAME) of the WBF and had successfully organized the inaugural BFAME Championships in Bangalore way back in 1981 and thereafter the 6th in New Delhi in 1991. The 16th edition of the Championships has now come back to India after a gap of two decades making it the second country after Jordan to host it for the third time. An Agreement between BFI and BFAME along with the Memorandum of Understanding satisfying with the selection of the venue hotel and the related infra structural arrangements would be signed early next month for which the undersigned shall be visiting Chennai. 
In the meantime, I would like to tentatively brief you all so that necessary preparations for participation may be initiated at your end at an early date.

The organizers BFI seem to be determined in making this event a grand success and a truly memorable and enjoyable one for all the participants. If all goes well as planned, the event will be uploaded LIVE on BBO. Bridge Mates wireless scoring technology will be used for the 3rd time running for error and hassle free instant scoring. Thus bridge lovers of the zone and viewers across the globe would be able to follow the results LIVE.
A Tournament Directors Seminar is also being planned which shall be organized by BFI under the aegis of WBF just prior to the Championships.
Chennai, which was once known as Madras, has been welcoming travelers for over 2,000 years. Chennai is the capital city of Tamil Nadu State which lies on a flat coastal plain on the southeast coast of India. It is the fourth largest metropolitan and the fifth most 
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populous city of India and the world's 36th largest metropolitan area. With an estimated population of nearly 7.0 million, it is an emerging powerhouse as one of the fastest growing cities in the world. The city boasts to have the world’s third best planned commuting infra structure with metro network being added by 2014. It is well connected by air, sea and road.

Chennai's economy has a broad industrial base in the car, computer technology, hardware manufacturing, and healthcare industries. The city is India's second largest exporter of software, information technology.

The print media publishes dozens of newspapers including major English dailies while the electronic media has a couple of TV channels along with many radio stations. 

Telephone services in the city have nine GSM and two CDMA networks besides four land line companies. Commercial and domestic broadband Internet services are provided by all the four land line service providers and a majority of the mobile network service providers. Some areas of the city are also covered by a paid WiFi Internet service.

Chennai is an important centre for dance and music and theatre and its film industry known as Kollywood is second to Bollywood. In the sports field, this city has produced popular cricketers, tennis and bridge players alike.

Chennai has a tropical wet and dry climate and its coastal location prevents extreme variation in seasonal temperature. The weather is hot and humid for most of the year. The hottest part of the year is late May to early June, maximum temperatures around 38–42 °C. Historically, Chennai has relied on annual monsoon rains to replenish water reservoirs
Close to the original port which Roman traders called Meliapor is the Sheraton Chola Hotel, Chennai, which combines ancient customs of hospitality with the latest technology to create a hotel which has redefined comfort.
People in general are friendly and traditionally hospitable and a high rate of literacy when compared with the rest of India. The city has some good restaurants featuring delicious South Indian delicacies, clubs and hotels. Shopping is a delightful bargain while purchasing indigenous products.
Choosing the playing venue was again a Herculean task to find an affordable hotel. This hotel has an impressive security arrangement, our prime concern these days, and a convention hall combined with decent playing areas for the comfort of our participants. 
The Sheraton Chola Hotel Chennai is offering us deluxe rooms, twin sharing or single, inclusive of taxes and all meals like breakfast, lunch and optional dinner: 
US $140 per day  - twin sharing with full board (Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner)
US $130 per day  - twin sharing with breakfast and lunch but without dinner.
US $130 per day  - single occupancy with full board.
US $120 per day  - single occupancy with breakfast and lunch but without dinner.
However, complimentary tea, coffee and mineral water will be available for players and officials throughout the championships. Similar arrangements are being made for transportation to selected destinations in and around the city. Daily newspapers, fruit basket, internet in the rooms and paid wi-fi in designated areas are also being negotiated as added facilities. BFI shall arrange complimentary to and fro airport transfers besides arranging a few dinners hosted by various sponsors, so that your only expenses besides the entry fee and air travel would probably be the  hotel room rent of US$70/- per person per day on a twin sharing basis.
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The location of the hotel is considered to be just about central to everything. It is only two kilometers from downtown area and twelve kilometers from the airport and five kilometers from the railroad station. Named after a celebrated dynasty, the hotel offers visitors royal treatment in its 90 spacious guest rooms and suites. Take in the view, watch in-room movies, and enjoy a most restful night.
With international cuisine, quiet spaces for meetings and family occasions, and beautiful banquet areas for conferences and celebrations, this hotel provides all the services a busy traveler might need, as well as some which you may not have thought of as yet. The hotel management wishes to extend their warm welcome in experiencing their great service.


Sheraton Chola Hotel,10 Cathedral Road, Chennai - 600 086, Tamil Nadu, India.

Phones: + 91 (044) 2811-0101

Fax:      + 91 (044) 2811-0202

E-mail: reservations.sheratonchola@itcwelcomgroup.in   Website:
http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=424
· Please find below the format in which the participant/s should fill in the details :
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	Guest Name
	Dbl/Single occupancy
	Check: in
	Arrival Time
	Check: out
	Departure time

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


· This form should then be mailed to the reservation e-mail address given above with a cc to meghna.rao@itcwelcomgroup.in
· The subject line for the mail that is being sent to the hotel should read “BFI tournament booking”
Bridge Federation of India is keen to host the maximum number of countries and it is fervently hoped that your NBO, besides other BFAME member NBOs will participate in the forthcoming 16th BFAME Championships in Chennai, India, through your representative Open, Women, Senior & Junior Teams, Officials and other players desirous of playing the Friendship Pairs and also the Transnational Teams Event provided there are sufficient entries, besides the Tournament Director’s course preceding the Championships. 
Entry Fees details:

· Any one Open, Women or Seniors Team would be US$ 2,000/- per team.

· Combined Entry fee for any two teams from the above would be US$ 3,500/-
·  The combined Entry Fee for all three teams would be US$ 5,000/-  
· A cash discount of US$ 300/- per team is being offered to teams occupying a minimum of two rooms at the venue hotel.
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Your NBO’s positive response, through e-mail, phone or fax at the earliest, (latest by 31st March’11) indicating the intention to participate in the various events of this championships will be highly appreciated, as it shall assist the organizers in finalizing the format and other related Championships arrangements.
I hope that trials for selection of teams to represent your country have already been held, and if not, please hold them as early as possible so that you can send their names, photographs (scanned copy to be attached with e-mails) and convention cards latest by 15th April’11 to any of the following addresses.

Vice President & Secretary BFAME           Bridge Federation of India
M. Azwerul Haque,



R. Rajagopalan, 
#  14, 18th Street                                              28, 4th  Main Road,
DHA Phase-5,                                

Raja Annamalaipuram,
Karachi - 75500                                              Chennai -  600 028.
Pakistan

                                    India.
Phone: + 92-21-3586-9851


+ 91-44-2435-7555   
Fax:     + 92-21-3537-1247                             + 91-44-2433-0213                                         Cell:    + 92-36-4422-0735


+ 91-94-4492-6925
E-mail: azwer@khi.comsats.net.pk             
rajujana@yahoo.com
You could now well proceed with the airlines seat reservations, so that last minute panic is avoided. Chennai is connected by the national airlines of nearly all the member countries with adequate flight frequencies. Any additional day of stay just to catch a flight in or out of the country may not be necessary.
While it is desirous from the security point of view as well as logistics convenience that all participants stay at the venue hotel, there will however, be no restrictions if any player seeks an alternate budget accommodation. However, those who prefer not to stay at the venue hotel would be denied the benefit of cash discount of US$300/- per team in their entry fee, applicable to each team occupying a minimum of two rooms at the venue hotel.
You may proceed with your room reservation either with the Bridge Federation of India or book directly with the hotel quoting the Championship reference.
The final format and playing schedule of the 8 day 16th BFAME Championships (26th May’11 to 2nd June’11) will be decided after confirmation of number of entries from member countries. Meanwhile, it is proposed as follows:
Day 1 – 
   Opening Ceremony followed by Hi Tea and Friendship Open Pairs.
Day 2 to day 6 - Open, Women, Seniors & Juniors Qualifying Rounds. 

Triple Round Robin (R/R) of 20-board matches, 3 or 2 per day if 5/6       teams, double R/R if 7 to 10 teams but only a single R/R of 24-board with 2 matches per day in the event of more than 10 teams.
Day 7

- Semi Finals & Transnational Swiss Teams for non qualifiers and others.
Day 8  - Finals and Prize giving, Victory Banquet & Cultural presentation in the evening.
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The Championships will be conducted by efficient and competent BFAME technical personnel, with former WBF operations Director Ton Kooijman from Netherlands as the Chief Tournament Director assisted by WBF Tournament Director Ihsan Qadir from Pakistan along with tournament directors from the India. Dr. Subir Roy from India may be the Bulletin Editor who may be ably assisted by T.C.Pant and other Bulletin staff from India. 

Vu-Graph operations subject to availability of sponsorship and required equipments will be managed by Manoj Kumar, subject to confirmation, of India. 

The organizers are expecting a sizeable participation in the Friendship Pairs and the Trans National Event from the neighboring countries, for which special Visa facilities through Indian High Commission in the respective countries are being arranged. 
With best wishes and warm regards to you and your colleagues in the executive of your NBO, we look forward to hearing your positive consent of participation (the names could be provided subsequently) at your earliest, preferably before 30th March’11.
Yours sincerely,

For and on behalf of the President,
Bridge Federation of Asia & Middle East

M. Azwerul Haque

Vice President & Secretary

