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April 23rd, 2011
To the Presidents of BFAME members NBOs of:

1. Bahrain, 2. Bangladesh, 3.India, 4. Jordan, 5. Kuwait, 6.Nepal, 
7. Pakistan, 8.Palestine, 9. Qatar, 10. Saudi Arabia, 11. Sri Lanka and 12. Syria.

Dear President,

16th BFAME CHAMPIONSHIPS 2011
 Chola Sheraton Hotel, Chennai, India (25th-1st June’11)
The Championships are just a month away and two months have passed since my last communication. During this period, I had the opportunity to visit Chennai to sign an Agreement and a Memorandum of Understanding with Bridge Federation of India (BFI) and on behalf of Bridge Federation of Asia & Middle East (BFAME). During the course of my stay I inspected the venue hotel and its facilities in relation to the playing environment and comfort of players. I wish to state that I was quite satisfied with the initial preparations and the progress made by BFI in this regard.
I would now like to update all, as follows.
I. The dates of the 16th BFAME Championships have been advanced by a day as earlier communicated to 25th May 2011 and shall conclude on 1st June 2011.

II. All NBOs are now requested to send names of at least two Tournament Directors for a two day Refresher Course being held from Monday 23rd 2011, preceding the Championships at venue close to the hotel. There is no entry fee as the same is being sponsored by WBF, but all participants will have to bear their own cost of travel, boarding and lodging. If requested, BFI could also arrange alternate budget accommodation. At least one director will be placed on the panel list of BFAME Championships. The selection criteria would be finalized by Ton Kooijman, the Chief Tournament Director and Course Director. 
III. BFI has confirmed the use of the latest scoring technology of Bridge-Mates (A hand held device which wirelessly transmits board by board results to a Central Processing Unit, thereby eliminating errors and the need of feeding results through scoring slips carried by caddies). It will be the third time since 2007 Championships in Karachi. The results of the entire championships will thus be covered board by board LIVE on the web site and three matches a day on BBO for world wide viewers as well as for local kibitzers on the Vu-Graph.
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IV. It is expected that by now, all the NBOs have completed the process of finalizing the selection of teams for these championships.

V. Therefore, I would like to request the NBOs to send the names of the players and accompanying officials along with their photos at an early date to Bridge Federation of India preferably as attachment to e-mails, scanned copies in pdf format, so that they are included in the souvenir to be published for the occasion.
VI.  The Convention Cards for each partnership also needs to be sent latest by 10th May’11. They shall be available on the web site for the benefit of all participants.
VII. I hope that the NBOs would not waste time in making airline bookings as soon as the names of players of selected teams are available to them.
VIII. Upon requests from several quarters, arrangements for attractive sightseeing packages for worth visiting locations across India are being made available for those who would like to venture out. 

IX. Each NBO should ensure that hotel bookings are also made in time. Although tentatively about 50 rooms have been reserved by the organizers at the venue hotel, yet I would suggest making your bookings and obtaining confirmation thereof early so that last minute disappointment is avoided. This is necessary in view of IPL (high profile cricket bonanza) finals are scheduled for May 28th in Chennai which may cause shortage of rooms. Please note that a discount of US$ 300/- per team in the BFAME Champion ship Entry Fee is available only if a minimum of two rooms are occupied by the concerned NBO.
X. BFI has already sent out official invitation letters to each NBO. Addresses of Indian Embassies/Consulates/High Commission are available on our web site to facilitate applying of Visas.  Participating countries are requested to obtain visas as early as possible to avoid last minute rush and BFI would offer any assistance which you may require.
XI. Mr. D.P.Senawera, Treasurer BFAME will be sending Invoices for the annual BFAME membership dues as well as for the Entry Fees. Please note that annual BFAME membership subscription fee of US$ 200/- per year for each NBO is also due for the past two years, payable before commencement of championships.
XII. We have so far received confirmation of only 6 Open, 3 Women and 5 Seniors participation in the 16th BFAME Championships from the following countries.

Open



Women

Seniors (Born before 1952)







1. Bahrain (not confirmed)
1. Bangladesh (not confmd)
1. Bangladesh

2. Bangladesh


2. India


2. India
3. India


3. Jordan


3. Jordan
4. Jordan


4. Pakistan


4. Pakistan
5. Nepal (not confirmed)
5. Palestine (not confmd)      5. Sri Lanka 
6. Pakistan


6. Sri Lanka (not confmd)
7. Saudi Arabia
8. Sri Lanka
The number of teams should increase if those not yet confirmed make efforts.
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All needed information is available on BFAME web site which shall be updated from time to time.
http://www.bfame.org  Those wanting to refer my earlier circular dated 25th January may visit the web site.

Vice President & Secretary BFAME           Bridge Federation of India

M. Azwerul Haque,



R. Rajagopalan, 
#  14, 18th Street                                              28, 4th  Main Road,
DHA Phase-5,                                

Raja Annamalaipuram,
Karachi - 75500                                              Chennai -  600 028.
Pakistan

                                    India.
Phone: + 92-21-3586-9851


+ 91-44-2435-7555   
Fax:     + 92-21-3537-1247                             + 91-44-2433-0213                                         Cell:    + 92-36-4422-0735


+ 91-94-4492-6925
E-mail: azwer@khi.comsats.net.pk             
rajujana@yahoo.com
While it is desirous from the security point of view as well as logistics convenience that all participants stay at the venue hotel, there will however, be no restrictions if any player seeks an alternate budget accommodation. However, those who prefer not to stay at the venue hotel would not be able to avail the benefit of cash discount of US$ 300

per team in their entry fee, applicable to each team occupying a minimum of two rooms at the venue hotel.
You may proceed with your room reservation either with the Chief Organizer, R. Rajagopalan of Bridge Federation of India or book directly with the hotel quoting the Championship reference. Please note that advance booking requires deposit by way of Credit Cards.
Sheraton Chola Hotel,10 Cathedral Road, Chennai - 600 086, Tamil Nadu, India.

Phones: + 91 (044) 2811-0101

Fax:      + 91 (044) 2811-0202

E-mail: reservations.sheratonchola@itcwelcomgroup.in   Website:

http://www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/property/overview/index.html?propertyID=424
· Please find below the format in which the participant/s should fill in the details :

	S no.
	Guest Name
	Dbl/Single occupancy
	Check: in
	Arrival Time
	Check: out
	Departure time

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


· This form should then be mailed to the reservation e-mail address given above with a cc to meghna.rao@itcwelcomgroup.in
· The subject line for the mail that is being sent to the hotel should read “BFI tournament booking”
-4-

The final format will be decided after confirmation of number of entries from member countries. Meanwhile, it is proposed as follows:
16th Bridge Federation of Asia & Middle East (BFAME)

Zone-4 Bridge Championships-2011
Wednesday 25th till June 1st 2011

Sheraton Chola Hotel, Chennai, India

TENTATIVE PROGRAMME
Monday 23rd May’11

10:30A.M.
Two and a half day Tournament Directors Refreshers Course

Wednesday 25th May’11

10:30 A.M.
Test for TD Course participants

03:30 P.M. 
1st BFAME Council meeting 

04:30 P.M.       Formal opening ceremony followed by Hi-Tea

06:30 P.M.
Friendship Pairs – One Session. Open to all including local 




enthusiasts, officials and foreign participants.


       
            Entry Fee US$20/- or INR 900/- for nationals.

Thursday 26th May’11

10:00 A.M.
Captains meeting


10:30 A.M.
1st Qualifying Round Robin till 12:50 P.M.

Lunch Break


02:30 P.M. 
2nd Qualifying Round Robin till 04:50 P.M


05:30 P.M. 
3rd Qualifying Round Robin till 07:50 P.M.
Friday 27th May’11 till Monday 30th May’11 (next 4 days)

Same timings as above
Tuesday 31st May’11
 Semi Finals 16x4=64 boards for Open, Women & Seniors 

Same timings as above

Wednesday 1st May’11
Finals 16x2=32 boards 

Same timings as above


07:30 P.M.
Prize Distribution & Victory Banquet
________________________________________________________________________

Complete Single Round Robin Qualification matches of 24/20 boards each with 2/3 matches a day (total 9 matches) in case of more than 8 teams in any category. Otherwise Double Round Robin Qualification matches of 16 boards each with 3 matches a day (total 14 matches) if 7 or 8 teams and Complete Triple Round Robin Qualification matches of 16 boards each with 3 matches a day (total 15 matches) if 5 or 6 teams in any category of Open, Women & Seniors Teams. In the unlikely event of only 4 teams, they shall play Triple Round Robin matches of 24 boards, with two matches a day (total 9 matches).
No Semi Finals if teams in any category are less than Seven (7).
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Entry Fee: US$ 2,000/- per team, US$ 3,500/- for two teams and US 5,000/- combined fee for three teams per country. However a discount of US$ 300/- per team would be given to teams occupying a minimum of two rooms at the venue hotel for the duration of 
qualification rounds. Up to date payment of BFAME annual dues @ US$ 200/- per year per country has also to be paid in addition to Entry Fee.
Format & timings are subject to change depending upon the number of teams.

The finalists in each category will earn the rights to represent their countries in the 40th Bermuda Bowl in Veldhoven, Netherlands from 15th Oct’11 till 29th Oct’11.
With best wishes and warm regards to you and your colleagues in the executive of your NBO, we look forward to seeing you in Chennai in a month.
Yours sincerely,
For and on behalf of the President Ghassan Ghanem,
Bridge Federation of Asia & Middle East

