CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

BRIDGE FEDERATION OF ASIA AND THE MIDDLE EAST

ARTICLE 1
NAME. 
The name of the organisation shall be the Bridge Federation of Asia and the Middle East, herein also called the BFAME or the Federation. It shall be a non-profit organisation; its resources shall be applied exclusively in furtherance of its beneficent purpose; and no part of its resources of earnings shall inure to the benefit of any private person. 

JURISDICTION.
The Federation shall exercise jurisdiction over the geographical area extending from West of the Bay of Bengal to the Mediterranean and / or the area as may be extended or altered by the World Bridge Federation. 

ARTICLE 2
OBJECTS.
The objects of the Federation are: 

(a)
To promote, faster and propagate the game of Contract Bridge throughout its jurisdiction. 

(b) To affiliate and continue to remain affiliated with the World Bridge Federation.

(c) To render assistance in the formation of new National Bridge Organisation (NBO) in countries within its jurisdiction where such organizations do not exist and to affiliate them with the Federation. 

(d) To advise NBOs in general on the game or Contract Bridge played under competitive conditions in countries affiliated to the Federation. 

(e) To foster friendly relations between NBOs in general.

ARTICLE 3

SEAT. 
The seat of the Federation shall be the office of the President and/or of the Honorary Secretary. 
ARTICLE 4
LANGUAGE.
  English shall be the official language of the Federation but texts in other language may be accepted as co-official at the direction of the Council of the Federation.

ARTICLE 5
MEMBERSHIP.
The single National Bridge Organisation, controlling the game of contract bridge in a country 'falling within the jurisdiction of the Federation, herein also 
called NCBO, is eligible, subject to the By-Laws, to apply for membership in the Bridge Federation of Asia and the Middle East, and may be elected by the Council. Provided 
that a NBO of a country not falling within the jurisdiction of the Federation may be 
admitted as an "Associate Member", subject to the conditions as may be incorporated in 
the By-Laws.

ARTICLE 6
OFFICERS.
The officers of the Federation shall be honorary and shall be elected by the Council of the Federation. The officers shall include a President, one or more Vice​Presidents, a Secretary and a Treasurer. The Council of the Federation may also elect 
such other officers as it may deem appropriate for the administration of the affairs of the Federation. The respective officers shall exercise such powers and perform such duties 
as may be provided by the By-Laws or as the Council of the Federation may prescribe. 

ARTICLE 7
COUNCIL OF THE FEDERATION.     The Council of the Federation, herein also called 
"the Council", shall exercise supreme executive and administrative power over the 
affairs of the Federation consistent with the Federation's Constitution and By-Laws. The management of the affairs, property and business of the Federation shall be vested in 
the Council. In addition to the powers and authorities expressly conferred upon it by the Constitution and the By-Laws, the Council may exercise all such powers of the 
Federation and do all such lawful acts as are not by law or by the Constitution or by the 
By-Laws forbidden. 


(a) 
MEMBERS.
The Council shall consist of the officers of the Federation 

and one representative from each Federation member NBO. 


(b) 
MEETINGS.
The Council shall hold regular meetings whenever and wherever a regular Federation Championship is held. Special meetings may also be held at the call of the President or by requisition of two-third members of the Council upon 30 days' written notice setting forth the 
time, place and purpose of the meeting. 


(c) 
QUORUM. 
One-half of all the members represented at any meeting of 

the Council shall constitute a quorum. 


(d) 
PROXIES.
Any NBO may appoint a proxy to represent it in any 


meeting of the Council. No person may serve as proxy for more than one 

NBO. 


(e) 
POWERS AND DUTIES. 
The Council shall exercise all executive and administrative powers incident to the effective supervision and administration of the affairs of the Federation. In implementation of these powers, but not in limitation thereof, the Council shall have the following specific powers: 

(1) To elect officers and define their powers, duties and tenure.


(2) 
To fix dues and fees. 


(3) 
To apply the funds of the Federation for its lawful purposes. 


(4) 
To designate the officer or officers to have custody of funds and to 

account therefore. 


(5) 
To fix the dates, sites, eligibility requirements and conditions for all contests held under the sanction and supervision of the Federation and to establish appropriate rules and regulations governing such contests. 


(6) 
To exercise final appellate jurisdiction from acts and decisions of all committees and to rule on, or refuse to hear, an appeal from the act or decision of a committee. 


(7) 
To accept or reject applications for membership from any NBO, to suspend membership and to terminate membership of any NBO in accordance with the provisions of the By-laws. 


(8) 
To adopt a set of By-laws and to make amendments thereof in accordance with Article 12. 


(9) 
To otherwise implement, administer and control the policy and 
affairs of the Federation in any manner consistent with 
Constitution and By-laws.

ARTICLE 8
FINANCES.
The financial year of the Federation shall be from the 1st January to 31st December of the same year. The Council shall fix the entrance fees of members as also the respective annual subscriptions for each year. 

ARTICLE 9
COMMITTEES.
Standing or special committees of the Federation, including a Management Committee, may be constituted from time to time and, subject to applicable law and the By-laws, such committees may be vested with such powers as the Council may see fit. The members of all committees shall be appointed by the President and confirmed by the Council. 

ARTICLE 10
INTERNATIONAL TOURNAMENTS.
The Federation has the sole right of 
conducting the Zonal Championship or other international Championships of a higher status. 


(2) 
The Federation championships may comprise teams, pairs and individual events 
and shall be held in accordance with the rules and regulations laid down by the Council.

(3)
The Federation has the sole right to rule finally on the eligibility of any person nominated as a participant in any contest conducted or sanction by the Federation, whether before or during the contest and to bar any player or players, for cause, from 
such contest by two-third majority vote of Council members to whom prior notice of such proposal shall have been given. 

ARTICLE 11
BY-LAWS.
The Council shall adopt a set of By-Laws providing for the regulation and management of the affairs of the Federation. Thereafter, the By-Laws or any part 
thereof may be amended by the Council by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all its members entitled to vote. 

ARTICLE 12
AMENDMENTS.
Any proposal to amend the constitution may be put before any meeting of the Council by at least two calendar months prior notice in writing to the Secretary who shall forthwith circulate it to members and shall be adopted by the Council if passed by not less than a two-thirds majority vote, provided that by unanimous agreement of all Council members attending the Federation championships during which the meeting is held, the notice requirements as aforesaid may be waived. 

Certified as the Official Constitution of the Bridge Federation of Asia and the 
Middle East, as amended in May 1983, in July 1991 and June 1993. 










MAZHAR JAFRI, PRESIDENT
